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On May 7, in a joint communique released at the conclusion of a summit meeting in Manaus
(Brazil), seven presidents and one foreign minister rejected the notion of accepting environmental
protection programs in return for debt relief. Attending the Andean Pact summit were the
presidents of Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Surinam and Venezuela and the Bolivian
foreign minister. The communique asserted that debt owed to creditor nations was not repayable
under existing conditions. Economic growth and development, said the eight nations, were needed
to ensure the conservation and sensible use of the Amazon Basin's natural resources. Environmental
protection schemes could not be carried out at the cost of severe sacrifices of respective populations.
According to Brazilian President Jose Sarney, the Third World's foreign debt constituted the worst
form of environmental pollution because it caused hunger, misery and grinding poverty. The
Brazilian government fears what it calls the "internationalization" of the Amazon region under
the pretext of environmental protection. Shortly after his arrival in Manaus May 5, Venezuelan
President Carlos Andres Perez told reporters that one of the principal causes of environmental
deterioration is the poverty experienced by Latin Americans. He asserted that debt relief will in turn
have positive effects on the environment. The weekend meeting was the first Andean Pact summit,
since the Pact's creation in 1978. Perez said, "The industrialized countries demand much more of
us than they are contributing in order that we not only practice environmental conservation but
also survive." On Saturday, the eight nations reaffirmed national sovereignty in the definition of
environmental policies and development of the Amazon. (Basic data from Notimex, AP, 05/05/89;
DPA, 05/07/89)
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